
Background/Summary

Amina’s Song picks up after Amina’s Voice leaves off; these books can be read in any order as companion novels. As Amina 
prepares to enter seventh grade, she becomes more aware of  navigating her dual identities as an American and a Pakistani 
girl. A summer trip to visit her uncle Thaya Jaan and extended family in Pakistan opens her eyes to the rich culture of  
her family’s homeland, sparking a desire to share her culture with her friends and classmates in America and to counter 
stereotypes. Music provides the answer that she’s looking for, but this time around, she won’t use her voice to sing a song 
ZULWWHQ�E\�VRPHRQH�HOVH��ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI �KHU�QHZ�IULHQG�1LFR��VKH�ZLOO�VKDUH�KHU�RZQ�XQLTXH�VRQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG�

Discussion Questions

1. %HIRUH�\RX�EHJLQ�UHDGLQJ��EUDLQVWRUP�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�NQRZ�RU�WKLQN�\RX�NQRZ�DERXW�WKH�FRXQWU\�RI �3DNLVWDQ��1H[W��
PDNH�D�OLVW�RI �WKLQJV�\RX�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�DERXW�3DNLVWDQ��$IWHU�\RX�ÀQLVK�UHDGLQJ��ORRN�EDFN�DW�\RXU�OLVW��:HUH�WKH�WKLQJV�
you believed you knew correct? What did you learn about Pakistan by reading Amina’s Song? What are you still curious 
to know?

2. Why was Amina initially nervous about visiting Pakistan? Explain how her experience in Pakistan was different from 
what she expected.

3. Amina remembers her father explaining the difference between rational and irrational fear. Why is it important to 
recognize this distinction? How can you tell the difference? Can you give examples from your own experiences or from 
the novel?

4. Why does Amina want her classmates and friends in America to see Pakistan the way she sees it? Why is she happy 
when she learns that America is helping to preserve a World Heritage Site in Pakistan?

5. Why do you think Amina is emotional when it comes time for her visit to Pakistan to end? Can you relate to how 
Amina feels when she says goodbye to her uncle, aunts, and cousins? What experience of  your own comes to mind?

6. Amina and her cousin Zohra have very different approaches to bargaining with the street vendors at the market in 
Pakistan. Describe the differences in the ways they approach their roles as customers. Do you think you would be more 
like Zohra or Amina in a similar situation?
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7. Explain how seeing the little boy asking for money in Pakistan impacts Amina. How does she turn this sense of  
empathy into action to help others once she returns to America?

8. When she is on the plane returning to the United States, Amina wonders if  her brother is “as mixed up as I am, as we 
travel not only through time zones but also from one part of  our lives to another.” Why does leaving Pakistan cause 
her to feel this way? Do you have a place that is so important to you that it feels like it is a part of  you? Explain your 
answers.

9. Why does Soojin decide to run for student body president? What sets her campaign apart from her competitors? Have 
you ever considered running for student government? Explain your answers.

10. What does Amina realize about Rabiya’s feelings toward her friendship with Zohra and her trip to Pakistan? What do 
you think might have happened if  Amina had gotten angry with Rabiya instead of  considering how Rabiya might be 
feeling? What actions does she take instead, and how does her response toward Rabiya impact their relationship?

11. 7RZDUG�WKH�HQG�RI �WKH�ERRN��$PLQD�UHÁHFWV��´HYHQ�LI �P\�IULHQGV�FDQ·W�XQGHUVWDQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�,·YH�EHHQ�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�
lately, they’re trying. And we can support each other while we do different things.” What steps does Amina take to 
maintain her friendships with Emily and Soojin? Why do you think some friends grow apart while others remain? Can 
you learn anything from Amina, Soojin, and Emily about how to be a good friend?

12. Why does Amina choose to research Malala for her history project? Explain why sharing her preliminary research 
PDNHV�$PLQD�ZRUU\�WKDW�VKH·V�FKRVHQ�WKH�ZURQJ�SHUVRQ�WR�SURÀOH��+RZ�GRHV�$PLQD�VROYH�WKLV�GLOHPPD"�:K\�GR�\RX�
think her teacher calls her decision “brave”?

13. $OO�WKH�VHYHQWK�JUDGH�VWXGHQWV�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D�/LYLQJ�:D[�0XVHXP�SURMHFW��ZKHUH�WKH\�UHVHDUFK��GUHVV�DV��DQG�SUHVHQW�
UHSRUWV�RQ�D�KLVWRULFDO�ÀJXUH��<RX�PD\�KDYH�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�D�VLPLODU�SURMHFW�LQ�WKH�SDVW��,I �VR��ZKRP�GLG�\RX�FKRRVH�DV�
\RXU�KLVWRULFDO�ÀJXUH"�5HÁHFW�RQ�\RXU�UHDVRQV�IRU�VHOHFWLQJ�WKHP�DQG�ZKDW�\RX�OHDUQHG��,I �\RX�KDYH�QHYHU�SDUWLFLSDWHG�
in this activity, whom would you select to research and impersonate? Why would you choose them?

14. One of  Amina’s strengths is her ability to consider what other people might be thinking or experiencing and how they 
might feel. Read the last paragraphs of  chapter eleven. What can you learn from Amina’s example? How does having 
and practicing empathy change the way a person interacts with other people?

15. What is the difference between primary sources and secondary research sources? Why is it important to look at a 
variety of  different sources when you are gathering information? What can happen if  you only use one source or one 
type of  reference source in your research?

16. $PLQD�LV�IUXVWUDWHG�E\�KHU�IULHQGV·�DQG�IDPLO\·V�DVVXPSWLRQV�WKDW�VKH�LV�URPDQWLFDOO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�1LFR��6KH�UHÁHFWV��
“But maybe I want to be friends with a boy without everyone assuming he’s my boyfriend.” Have you ever been in 
a situation like Amina? Do you think that it’s harder for boys and girls to be friends as they get older? Explain your 
answers.

17. Describe the special bond that Amina has with her uncle, Thaya Jaan. Do you have a family member whom you feel 
particularly close to? What interests or activities brought you together?

Extension Activities

1. This book is a companion novel to Amina’s Voice. Read both books and consider how Amina’s character develops 
WKURXJKRXW��,GHQWLI\�HYHQWV�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�ERRN�WKDW�DUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�WR�KHU�FKDUDFWHU·V�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�GLVFXVV�KRZ�WKHVH�
HYHQWV�LPSDFW�KHU�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�ERRN��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�ERRN��$PLQD·V�PRVTXH�LV�YDQGDOL]HG��DQ�HYHQW�WKDW�LV�
alluded to several times in Amina’s Song. How does this continue to impact the way Amina feels and responds to others?

2. Children like Amina, who grow up in between two cultures, are sometimes referred to as “Third-Culture Kids” or 
TCK, a term that recognizes the impact of  growing up in a culture different from a parent’s culture. Amina describes 
this sensation when she says, “I can’t help feeling like an impostor or a shapeshifter who appears to be a regular 
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Pakistani girl on the outside but doesn’t know how to act like one.” Research the concept of  third-culture kids, and 
WKLQN�DERXW�$PLQD·V�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�WKH�ERRN��7KHQ�ZULWH�DQ�HVVD\�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�TXHVWLRQV��:KDW�XQLTXH�
FKDOOHQJHV�PLJKW�7&.V�IDFH"�:KDW�DUH�WKH�EHQHÀWV�RI �EHLQJ�D�7&."�$OWHUQDWLYHO\��LI �\RX�LGHQWLI\�DV�D�7&.��ZULWH�DQ�
HVVD\�VKDULQJ�DQG�UHÁHFWLQJ�RQ�VRPH�RI �\RXU�H[SHULHQFHV��7KHQ�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D�FODVV�RU�VPDOO�JURXS�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�
what most surprised you or what you felt were the most important conclusions in your essay. What can you do to make 
your classroom or community more welcoming or inclusive? What kinds of  things would you like to learn about your 
classmates?

3. Amina documents her trip to Pakistan by taking photos and videos. Journaling gives her another way to preserve her 
PHPRULHV��DQG�VKH�LV�HYHQWXDOO\�DEOH�WR�FUHDWH�D�VRQJ�DQG�YLGHR�DERXW�KHU�WULS��/RRN�EDFN�DW�SKRWRV�DQG�YLGHRV�RI �D�
VSHFLDO�GD\�RU�PHPRUDEOH�WULS�DQG�WKHQ�ZULWH�GRZQ�\RXU�PHPRULHV�DQG�UHÁHFWLRQV�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�PHDQW�
to you; if  you don’t have these items, consider talking to the people who were with you to remember some of  your 
favorite parts about the experience. As Amina says, “All the memories, funny moments, and unforgettable scenes living 
inside me, things I’ve been thinking about and writing about in my notebook, are parts of  me.” Use your memories to 
create a song, collage, video, webpage, slideshow, poem, podcast, or even a narrative essay to document and share this 
part of  your life with others.

4. $PLQD�ÀQGV�KHUVHOI �GUDZQ�WR�WKH�PXVLF�RI �1XVUDW�)DWHK�$OL�.KDQ��D�PXVLFLDQ�ZKR�SHUIRUPHG�LQ�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�3DNLVWDQL�
VW\OH�NQRZQ�DV�4DZZDOL��5HVHDUFK�WKLV�VW\OH�RI �PXVLF�DQG�H[SODLQ�WKH�FXOWXUDO�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI �4DZZDOL��&KRRVH�RQH�
Qawwali song and analyze the lyrics. Can you think of  any Western songs that have similar themes or messages? Why 
do you think this music resonates so strongly with Amina?

5. Soojin’s cousin inspires her to run for student government by telling her, “‘we can’t afford to sit on the sidelines 
because we’re the next generation of  leaders.’” Work with a small group to discuss a local, national, or global problem 
that you would like to help tackle, and brainstorm ways to make a difference through community service.

6. When Amina is anxious or upset, she often gets a stomachache. Research the different ways anxiety can impact physical 
ZHOO�EHLQJ��DQG�ÀQG�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�KHOS�GHDO�ZLWK�LW��3UHVHQW�\RXU�ÀQGLQJV�LQ�DQ�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�SRVWHU�RU�Á\HU�WR�KHOS�UDLVH�
awareness about best practices for managing and talking about mental health.

7. Amina describes her feelings by saying, “It’s like a piece of  me was left in Pakistan, and I wonder when I’ll be whole 
DJDLQ�µ�:KHQ�VKH�VKDUHV�WKLV�ZLWK�KHU�IULHQGV��VKH�ÀQGV�RXW�WKDW�6RRMLQ�KDVQ·W�YLVLWHG�.RUHD�LQ�\HDUV��DQG�KHU�IULHQG�
Emily misses her summer camp. Write a descriptive essay about a place that is important or meaningful to you. Try to 
describe it with the same level of  detail that author Hena Khan uses to describe Pakistan, making sure to use imagery 
RU�ZRUGV�WKDW�DSSHDO�WR�HDFK�RI �WKH�ÀYH�VHQVHV�WR�KHOS�\RXU�UHDGHU�SLFWXUH�WKH�SODFH�\RX�GHVFULEH�

8. Amina’s family works with their faith community to help refugees get settled in America. How do different members of  
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�FRQWULEXWH"�:K\�LV�LW�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PDNH�SHRSOH�IHHO�ZHOFRPH"�&KRRVH�RQH�RI �WKH�IROORZLQJ�SURMHFWV� 

Research local or national organizations that help refugees, and share ways your classmates can help.  
 
Develop a plan for ways that your school can formally welcome transfer students, help them make friends, and 
adjust to a new school.

9. 1LFR�WHDFKHV�KLPVHOI �DQG�WKHQ�$PLQD�KRZ�WR�XVH�PXVLF�HGLWLQJ�VRIWZDUH�RQ�KLV�ODSWRS��0RVW�FRPSXWHUV��SKRQHV��DQG�
tablets have access to programs for music composition and editing. Using a photo or group of  pictures as inspiration, 
try composing a short piece of  music about your memory. Consider the way that different sounds, beats, and melodies 
FDQ�UHÁHFW�HPRWLRQV��<RX�FDQ�FKRRVH�WR�LQFOXGH�O\ULFV�LQ�\RXU�VRQJ��RU�\RX�FDQ�PDNH�LW�LQVWUXPHQWDO�
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